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ON PARADE 


Video games are fascinating, frustrating, and 


sometimes even fearful. 

They encroach on our personal lives for better and 
for worse . . . and provide a new focus for adult-child 
relations. They (as we know so well) have created a 
brave new generation of "whiz kids." 


Sometimes it seems that, at any moment, they may take 
over. 

Some say they already have. 



Dr . Storm 
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And a smooth-faced Atari executive, in 
charge of the Home Consumer Division, 
tears his gaze away from his in-office video 
screen and game master control to grin, “I 
play about 20 to 30 hours a day. If I had 
my druthers, I’d probably play all day 
long.” — San Francisco Examiner & 
Chronicle. 

You have your druthers, but they’re 

getting to you. 
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DEPOSIT COIN 


' CANDIDATES devoured 

POLITICAL- ACTION COMHffi 
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I CANT STOP IT l ! 


PUFFY FER£,MIL£5. OOOtP 1 
YOU GET UP HERE QUICK* J, 


THERE- APPEARS TD pc- 
A RAGMAN EATINfr «Y 
QUARTERS* REPORT ( 


I'VE GOT ANOTHER F ROREM 
WrTH THE OCMPJTER. USHST 7 
WHAT5 THE TROtfi£-T 
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Berry's World 


By Jim Berry J 
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Psst! Ever tried o real Poc-Man knock-off?" 





Pacman invades 


* 



Superior Court 


1982 UlrtWftti ?fM* SyMICIM 


jury assemol 
room in San 


The video game cra?e has hit 
the jury room in San Jose's 
criminal courts, where officials 
installed two electronic, “Pac- 
man” games to help fight the 
problem of juror boredom. 

The doin-operaited machines, 
installed in October at the 
suggestion of a juror, also bring 
in $45 a month, according to 
court administrator • Charles 
Reniy. And the owners of the 
machine — Silco West. Inc. — - 
are even leasing the machines 
fo/r free. - j 

Remy said ha picked “Pac- 
ma.n“ over other games because 
it was “among the most popular 
of the video sets’" and “seemed 
more adult than ’Space In- 
vaders’ “ — another popular 
electronic game. Jurors pay 25 
cents to plipy the game, which 
involves guiding a. little yellow 
bail around a maze while avoid- 
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CATHY /Cathy Guisewite 
/ I DISAGREE , me. PinkleN. 1 
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by Jeff Millar & Bill Hinds 
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HE man of the hour is a round, bald little 
I guy with one beady eye and an enormous 
JL. mouth. Best-selling books and rock songs 
are being written about him. His greenish-yellow 
countenance beams out from T-shirts, puzzles, bum- 
per stickers and pajamas. And from tens of thou- 
sands of video screens — for the man of the hour is, 
of course, Pac-Man. » 



H. Bruce 
Mi!Ier 
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For those of you who have spent the past 18 
months hunting the yeti in the trackless Himalayas, 
Pac-Man is not actually a man at all but an elec- 
tronic blip that races around a video maze devour- 
ing things while trying to avoid being devoured by 
four electronic “ghosts.” 

Pac-Man (the name is from the Japanese verb 
paku , meaning “to eat”) has been sensationally 
popular in the video arcades for nearly a year and a 
half, but Atari's marketing of a home^TV version 
has touched off a Pac-Man fad that borders on 
frenzy. In addition to the spin-offs mentioned above, 
there are plans for Pac-Man cards and gift wrap, 
Pac-Man bed linens, Pac-Man children's clothes, a 
non-electronic Pac-Man board game and even a 
Pac-Man pinball machine — though it’s a little hard 
to see the point of making a pinball version of a 
game that’s really an electronic version of pinball to 
begin with. 

All of this promises to make megabueks for Atari, 
for Bally Manufacturing Corp., which makes Pac- 
Man arcade games and owns royalty rights to the 
spin-offs, and for Namco Ltd. of Japan, Pae-Man's 
creator. « 

If the Pac-Man craze lasts long enough, it no 
doubt also will provide grist for the ever-churning 
mills of academia. One can imagine anthropology 
seminars discussing Pac-Man and the Territorial 
Imperative, or English doctoral theses on Pac-Man 
and the Picaresque Tradition. 
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Hey, this guy from UCLA has a lot of drive 


His grades aren’t great, but he made over 


3 million points playing Pac-ManT 
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ooonesoiiry / Garry Trudeau 
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professor 

CAVENDISH IS 
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Doonesbury / Garry Trudeau 





BACH OF W HAS BEEN ASSIGNED A 
PLACE IN THE CHAIN OF COMMAND. 
AS THE CP1S1S GROWS. YOU MUST USE 
YOUR. CODE 800R5TD RELAY CREEPS 
TOYOURSTRATB - ' 

6C FORCES. jBSa 


INAPPPOmma B SECONDS, THE 
PROGRAM DXU, APPEAR.QN YOURDIS- 
PLAYS. IF AT AN/ TIME, YOU WISH TO 
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QUWT DIPLOMACY, 9MPLY PRESSTHE 

OmtBUTM.jSgmik S’ 


Nam mind. 

JUST A FLOCK 
OFGEESE. 


I'M PUTTING GOOD! MR. 

MY TACTICAL PRESIDENT, I'M OUT 

nuclearwea- marts swing. 

PONSQNFULL TDURPO- -BUT I'M 
ALERT AS PER StTtONT WEARING 
PRESIDENT MY BEEPER 
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HEY! MY - COMMUNICATIONS! 
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sT5 NOW 1400 HOURS ON PAY 
TWO. TAER&S BEEN AN EXCHANGE 
OF TACTICAL NUCIEAR WEAPONS AND 
H 'MOVE JUST LOST A TRIDENT. VARIOUS 
■ RESPONSE OPTIONS ARB COMING UP 
' ' / ON YOUR 

SCREENS! 
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HEY. 8ERNIE, COULD 
YOU R/6 ME UP FOR 
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OFF THE PLANET ? 
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Wow! You mean you get to play video games 

Space W ar Kealism j dl dqy ' 


iYou? Looms Large In 

• * 

Atari s Game Plan 


By Eileen All Bowel 

Staff Reporter of Okk Thk Wai,i. Stkkkt Jouhnai. 


SUNNYVALE, Calif.-Atari, Inc., yester- 
day acquired the Strategic Air Command 
(SAC), the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), and most of the 
solar system. The sale price was rumored to 
excede $100 billion.. 

According to a company spokesman" the 
purchase was made in order to take advan- 
tage of "idle production capacity” in Atari's 
worldwide network of electronics manufac- 
turing facilities. 

Atari last week posted earnings of $987 
billion on sales of nearly $3 trillion. The 
company has been expanding so rapidly, the 
spokesman said, that it has rr begun to influ- 
ence tides.” 

Atari’s plans for its latest acquisitions 
were not revealed, but industry insiders said 
the company plans to turn SAC, which is the 
nation s first line of defense in the event of 
nuclear attack, into "an enormous video 
game” along the lines of Atari's popular 
Missile Command. NASA, a perennial 
money loser, was reportedly added to the 
package at the last moment when govern- 
ment officials began to have second thoughts 
about the sale. , 




game arcade . . . they never have less than a perfect 










“OK, who erased my income tax 
program and put in Space Invaders?! 


THe: WALL STREET JOURNAL 



“OK, which one of you erased Daddy’s 
investment portfolio program and replaced it 
with ‘Space Invaders’?” 
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Cathy □ Cathy Guisewite 

IOC*, CATHV...TH15 HOmE 
COMPUTER HAS DUAL CMS C 
DRIVE, ti'KEN CAT A PAD, 
PLUGIN LANGUAGE SYSTEM, 
SOCKETS FOR UP TO tHK, 
CASSETTE INTERFACE, UWE 
PRINTER FDR DOT' MATRIX 

PRINTING AND vox box/ 



MXi CAN MONITOR THE EUEjC- 
TRIC SVSTEm OF VOUR ENTIRE 
HOUSE - . CONNECT ID NUMER- 
OUS INFORMATION BANKS.. . 
STORE DATA... EVEN WORK Ffc* 

HomE sv plugging into a 

CENTRAL OFFICE TERMINAL. 


it reallv raises some 

EXCITING QUESTIONS ABOUT 
OUR FUTURE, DOESN'T (T ?/ 

/ ( vEAH„rmi 


00 I WANT TO MARCH INTO! 
THE COMPUTER REVOLUTION I 
WITH A ttm WHO DOESN'T 
KNOW HOU) TO UX3RK THE 
CAN OPENER? 
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Downstown 


3y Tim Downs 


LETTS' WHO - : - . s 

^HOt/LO x asx oc/r 

THIS 'v\^EK- : — ■ 

HNC?? / SHAU- 

f X FETCH 
— \ r f TOUR. LJTTLEE 

t \\ V 6UOCSOOK, 
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to <eep up with 
topa-ts* WOMAAJ, One 
nusr use. topa-c^s - 
_ TEZZZiMOLOGTr'J _ 


By Tim Downs 


Down stown 


niow rrs^sR^H^3i 

ITS HS-IOPZV FOR. ! 
THE WOHAN WHO 

r-rrj 

psscriphon... 


that's the oods 

OF ire. GBTN6 A. 
C7ATH WITH HER. 


FtRST, X TYPE !NTQ 
THE COMPUTER EVERT 
QUALITY" XCESIRE 
IN THE. PERFECT" 
WCMAM,.. - 


VOILA! 


Downstown 


By Tim Downs 


FOR EXAMPLE, LETTS' 
ERASE'VOHEN 
WHO HAVE.TURNEP 
MEPOWN/ 


NOW WHAT? 


MOW 

^ X CX3NT 
NEEDTHE 
ODHPUTER 

amthore. 
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Downstown 


By Tim Downs 


THE WORD PRCXSES- 
vSORWlLLlVPe A 
OORT FOR EVERX 
WOMAN iNTME<crrx 
FILLING IN THE AP- 
PROPRIATE NAMte. 


MOW I'M "TYPING A 
LOVE LETTERwWMEKI’ 
EVER X- CDHETOTHE 
WOMAN'S - NAHE / X 
LEAVE A BLANK. 
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GOOD MORNING, YEAH. DUKB, 

RUSTY nail. this IS DIAZ. . 

QWTER5. WHERE'S THE 

\ RUST OF MY 

/ stuff 7 
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j YOU PIPN'T GOT 

, it YET? (ME MAPS IT (MAS SHORT, 
TUB PROP LAST MAN, VENT/ 
NIGHT! \ s \ SHORT. 
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WAIT A MINUTE, LET MB 
CHECK THE APPLE- WHAT S . 

/OK ACCOUNT NUMBER 
WITH US? / 

/ WHAT ARE: 

y^-^Sv TOU TALKING 

/ U X" /mtf MAM 


HERE IT 15. FOR 1 
FUTURE REFERENCE. 

ARE YOU 

your NUMBER IS 

CRAZY? 

7B 765035. 

YOU KEEP 

\ 

RECORPS? 
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IT FACILITATES BILLING, PIAZ . BESIDES, 
IN THE CASE OF A RAID. I CAN DE- 
STROY EVERYTHING WITH THE TOUCH 
OF A BUTTON, NO MORE FOOLING " 
WITH FIRES OR TOILETS. OKAY. YOUR '/ 
FILE'S COMING UP • / 

now,. >tg 
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BAP NEWS, MAN. 
NEVE LOST TEN 
BALES IN THE 
COMPUTER. 

1 \ r^siy 


//<? PROBLEM. I’LL 
JVtTSENPA COUPLE 
GUYS OVER TO , 
HELP YOU TAKE / 

IT APART. / 
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By Johnny Hart 
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ather's Day □ Nancy and Mario Risso 
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"Terribly sorry! I'm hooked on this electronic gome I 
bought for my kid. Go oheod with your report." • 
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c 1*6? A !IM& 


JIM? 


^WHAT Ai3£ MDU 'y' NOTHIN , \ 

thinkIno ABOur./ i 

> SjHARE lf?V £>OUT NOiHIN ' 


•RD&\N ! YOOVE. GOT TO 
K1CKTH& VipEO HkBlT/ 
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Little Jimmy Fenster, in a halfway 
kids trying to kick Space Invaders is proving 
to be a very tough nut to crack. 
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' Ron Burda — News ' *'* 

Jim Thurston has conquered difficult electronic games - 



By Ed Hering 

Staff Writer 

Jim Thurston is looking for 
more work to support his ex- 
pensive habit The 13-year-old 
is addicted to electronic 
games. 

So expert is Jim, an eighth- 
grader at Curtis Junior High 
School in San Jose, that he’s 
the going-away champ at the 
new and difficult “Asteroids” 
game at his favorite arcade. 

“I play for two days a week 
for maybe two or three hours,” 
Jim says. He used to have even 
more playing time, in return 
for cleaning up at the arcade, 
the Time Zone in Mountain 
View. 

The popular hangout for 


teen-age boys recently changed 
ownership and Jim lost his job 
cleaning the floor and washing 
windows. 

But Jim is undeterred. He 
still rides the bus after school 
from the mobile home park 
where he and his four brothers 
and sisters live to the Mountain 
View arcade. 

“I live near Milpitas and Al- 
viso and it’s a good bus connec- 
tion,” he explains. 

“Around the mobile home 
park where I live I do a lot of 
work. My friend and I wash 
cars and do odd jobs,” Jim 

savs. 

«/ 

He also works for a health 
spa chain, putting free 30-day 
passes on car windshields in 
parking lots. 


inc idvuieu Asieroiu game 
is new on the arcade scene, but 
in the six weeks Jim has been 
playing it, he’s been able to 
achieve a game score of more 
than 90,000 points. 

“A lot of other plavers aver- 
age over 17,000,” he says in 
comparison. 

“It just drives you to play it 
more. You lose and it gets you 
frustrated and you want to 
play it again.” 

He can oe found wearing a 
Dallas Cowboys cap. The Cow- 
boys and the Steelers are his 
favorite teams. 

He water skis in the summer 
and hopes to be an electronics 
technician in the Navy “so I 
can build my own games.” 
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IW A UTTLS 6J0RRIED ; 
ABOUT CRAZH> HARRQ/ HE.5 KEN 
STANDING IN FRONT OF THAT . 
SPACE INUADER5 /TACHIN6 ' , 
FOR ABOUT THREE HOURS NOW/ 


HE RAN OUT OF QUARTERS 
AN HOUR. AGO,/ 
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Barry's World 


By Jim Berry 
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IN RECENT MONTHS , QUITE A CONTRO VERSO 
HAS DEVELOPED OVER WHETHER OR NOT PLWING 
FAC-MAN 15 HARMFUL TO OOR NATION'S OOUTH / 





THE LEADING PROPONENT OF 
THE MOl/E TO OUTLAW FMC-MAN 
MACHINES IS HERE WITH US 


SENATOR l/ALE, OUST OJHAT 1 
WOULD OOO SUGOESTTHAT 
OOUN& PEOPLE DO INSTEAD 
OF PLACING RAC-MAN =r 



FOR ONE THIN&.DAVID, 
1HEO COULD TAKE UP A 
NORMAL, WHOLESOME 
ACTNITO LIKE BOWUN&! 
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LET'S GET OUR KIDS OUT 
OF THE ARCADES AND INTO tl 
THE ALLEVS // 
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NOT ic /mention the 
fact that iheu ca use 
CANCER !N RATE I 


AS THE NUMBER ONE 
PAC-MAN PLACER IN THE 
NA110N , UOONG MAN. 
WHAT ARE OOOR PLANS 
FOR THE FUTURE ? 


BUT THERE WAS A REAL 
GjijARE OFF OF THE 
■SCREEN AND THE 
CONTROL. KNOB KEPT 
‘ STOKING ! 


10NIGHT ON night LINE 

VC GUEST IS senator 
NOAH VALE , AUTHOR OF 

A constitutional 
amendment outlawing 
PAC-MAN /MACHINES' 


Funky Wbikerbean □ Tew Satiuk 


Funky Winkerbean □ Tom Batiuk 

f 


n li r.rr'tr, T"nrrkAr 


let me refer coo id 

PAGE FlrTV-FOuROF Th£ 
PRESS RELEASE WHICH 
SUMMARIZES THE RESULTS 
OF A RECENT SWEDISH 


j gentlemen , I CALLED 
THIS PRESS CONFERENCE 
■ TO ANNOUNCE That I 
PLAN TO INTRODUCE A 
BILL CALUNG FOR A 
iCDNSTrTUTTCNAL AMEND- 1 
i VENT OUTLAWING" 

I RAC-MAN MACHINES ! 


"THESE INSIDIOUS 

ELECTRONIC demons, 
ASIDE FROM BENfe A 
LEADING CAUSE OF 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
ARE DAMAGING THE 
MENTAL and phwseal 
WELL" BEING /" \ 
OF OUR k- 

nATiON’S p 1 / /MsT 

^rvrrj / / f) 


WELL , ONCE I'M OUT 
OF SCHOOL ,IU. ETHER 
ODIN THE PROFESSIONAL | 
PAC-MAN ORCUrr OR 
FORM AN ‘AlRGuriAR' 
SAND ' 


Funky Winker be an u Tom Batiuk 


SENATOR VALE. , HAVE 
OOU EVER PLACED 
RAC -MAN DOUR SELF 4 


i ON WASHINGTON TuOAP, 

1 SENATOR NOAH VALE 
i OPENED HIS HEARINGS 
■ EXAMINING THE THREAT 
i POSED TO THE NATION'S 
I yoUTH BU PAC-MAN 
( MACHINES 1 


I WOULD LIKE AT THIS ; 
TIME TO HAVE THIS 
FIRST WrTNESS INTRO- 
DUCED AS EXHIBIT ‘A ’ ! I 





















By MILO VENEER 

r Locked in an intense, life or death battle with the video game 
“Berserk,” young Peter Bukowski’s weak heart suddenly short- 
circuited under the strain. 

Shocked players at the Calumet, 111., video center were stunned as 
they watched the 18-year-old youth suddenly slump at the controls of 

Berserk and slowly game’s conquest over its hu- County, Ind., said the tension of 
Crumple to the ground, man foe. playing the game actually killed 

His lifeless body was a incredibly. Dr. Albert Wil- the Wgh schooi youth. - 
tragic symbol of the video lardo. the coroner for Lake When Dr. Willardo autopsied 


Massive stress stopped 
his heart, coroner says 


the body, he discovered that Pe- j 
ter had an undetected heart ; 
condition known as myocardial 
inflammation or inflammation 
of the heart. 

However, it was not the condi- 
tion which killed the teen, in- 
sisted Dr. Willardo — it was the 
stress caused by . playing the 
game. 

“It was the kind of condition 
that could go undetected for his 
whole life," explained Dr. Wil- 
lardo. 

“He wouldn’t have any symp- 
toms and even tests wouldn’t 
necessarily pick it up." 

But the condition can lead to i 
death if the person puts him or j 
herself under a lot of stress, the i 
coroner explained. 

“There’s a lot of stress in I 
playing these video games,"! 
said Dr. Willardo. “People get! 
emotionally and physically in- j 
volved with the competition. j 

“There was an article about j 


these games which described 
intense video players as saying: 
‘I'm gonna beat this game even 
if it kills me.’ 

“And sometimes it does." 

According to the coroner, Pe- 
ter, who at 5- foot-9 and 195 
pounds was overweight, was an 
intense player. 

Apparently, he got excited 
and fiercely, involved in beating 
the game. His heart speeded up, 
but the normal pathways for the 
electrical impulses that cause 
the heart to pump got blocked. 

“These short-circuited im- 
pulses kept the heart from con- 
tracting properly," said Dr. 
Willardo. “Instead, the blocked 
impulses caused a dysrythmia 
(an irregular heartbeat) which 
killed him.” 

“Many people with this heart 
condition who put themselves in 
real stressful conditions are not 
aware that they cannot take the 
stress.” said Dr. Willardo. 
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Game blows players away 
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ltvJohn Barry, IW Staff ^ ., 

san FRANCISCO, CA— Bullets from California, Film Festival, ^ 

uCo a pp roach in g aircraft slammed Emended Pfay Concerns; a horny 

nto lo an s chest then ripped out male adolescent who, after fantasizing 

m“ Lgh™" £ r,!m .hoping about ahd f-iUng to »co* w«h 
dorsal holes gushed fountains of girls, takes refuge in a sutrealistic, in 

blood as he crashed, face first, through femal arcade parlo alrtJPrt 

*r. *"+- ° f “ “ re “ d8 ra " «. K 

The above is not a description of a planes on. the tarmac, two moving 
scene from the latest Sam Peckinpah men wheel in a new game called t g 

production, but rather a segment from Alley," plug it in and c epa ^ r n ^ 

Extended Play, a 1 S-mm film shown re- starts to play and soon resizes that 
cently at a press screening of award- the game is incredibly true to life. 

Our hero starts to play 
and soon realizes 

%Wf L. V ^ - tiiat the game is 

r * \ aT| incredibly true to life. ! 


winning entries in the Palo Alto, 
California, Film Festival. 

Extended Play concerns a horny 

.. . i*. ‘ 1 . 
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Adversary airplanes fire live ammu- 
nition through the game s screen ahd 
fell most of the denizens of the arcade 
parlor— ^as well as several of its ma- 
chines. ’ 

The hero's craft is eventually hit, 
and his control panel warns him to 
eject as he rapidly loses altitude. 

When he hits the "eject" butt on, he 
is propelled into the ceilihgfthlWvp* 
half of his body and the chair dangle 
from the hole his head has drilled in 
the ceiling. In the film s final frames, 
the hero's parachute opens and falls • 
to the floor. 

Extended Ptav is the work of David 
Casci, Chris Perry, John Nystrdm and 
Dean Wolman, four San FTanctscd- 
area filmmakers who met at a local col- 
lege film department. Atari is among 
the companies that get billing in the 
credits. 

The film won first prize in the Palo 
Alto Film Festival's fiction category. 9 
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AMES PEOPLE DON’T PLAY 


By Steven Crist 


3-D Drunken Driver Grand Prix 
Spirited Toy Co. $100. 1 player. Handheld. Breath-O- 
Lyzer and Po-Lee-Cee-Man optional. 

This portable three-in-one unit com- 
bines the best features of auto-racing, 
drinking and law-enforcement games. 
Player imbibes (liquor not included) 
until Breath-O-Lyzer shows blood- 
alcohol content on player's breath to be 
in excess of legal limits. Player has 
option of playing in “impaired” mode 
(.06-. 10 meter reading) or accumulating 
more points in the “intoxicated” mode 
(.10-. 24). Object is to drive automobile- 
figure on screen through busy intersec- 
tions without accidents and without 
triggering Po-Lee-Cee-Man cars. Addi- 
tional points can be gained with fla- 
grant displays of intoxication, such as 
running red lights and driving on side- 
walk. Round ends upon apprehension by 
Po-Lee-Cee-Man and failing Breath-O- 
Lyzer test. 

Advantages: Aids in development of 
motor-coordination and police-evasion 
skills. Provides excuse for ingestion of 
alcohol. 

Disadvantages: Players have been 
reported abusive of the unit upon losing. 

Note: 1983 model has disconnected 
previous versions’ “clinically uncon- 
scious ’ mode (.25 and up) because of 
potential health hazard. 


Rats and Roaches 
Residential Projectronics Ltd. $65/monthly rental. 
6-14 players. 

The state-of-the-art in the fantasy line 
of game cartridges, gats and Roaches 
transports the “family” of players to a 
three-room inner-city apartment. 
Players act as a team to keep the invad- 
ing rodents and insects from penetrat- 
ing a maze of rusted pipes, faulty wiring 
and hollow walls. The enemies’ goal is a 
sleeping infant and an opened package 
of creme-filled finger-cakes in another 
chamber. 

Advantages: Complex, challenging 
game board with certain improvements 
on “Dungeons and Dragons’’ prototype, 
t ast-paced action with unusual twist 
that player must always lose; victory is 
measured in how r long one can keep the 
invaders at bav. 

Disadvantages: Testers reported 
emotional depression at game’s inevita- 
ble loss factor after repeated playings. 
Audio portion, especially noise of infant 



being devoured by rats at game’s end, 
could be considered frightening by some 
pre-teenagers. 

Assassin 

Loner Games. $50. 1-4 players. Targets additional. 

The best feature of this new twist on the 
old arcade shooting-gallery machines is 
the availability of 150 “victim car- 
tridges” to provide endless variations. 
Loner’s 1983 list includes 40 prominent 
politicians, 10 complete strangers and 
100 well-known figures in the enter- 
tainment field. These cartridges are 
only $8 each ($10 for a few popular 
most-wanted selections, including Bob 
Hope, Jerry Brown, Steve Martin; $15 
for double-pak cartridges such as the 
Carpenters, Monteith and Rand, Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Reagan). Each cartridge 
follows its star through a typical day, 
providing lone gunman or hit-squad 
team numerous opportunities for assas- 
sination. 

Advantages: High degree of accu- 
racy in depiction of victims’ daily sched- 
ule (evidenced by game’s having served 
as a successful blueprint for the recent 
slayings of actress MacKenzie Phillips 
and Sen. Jake Garn of Utah).* 
Disadvantages: Testers complained 
that game ends upon successful shot 
with electronic gun with no depiction of 
victim’s death or bullet-riddled corpse. 
One disappointed player said, “I wanted 
to see that cheap hussy Loni Anderson 
bleed like a stuck pig.” 


Steven Crist , the horse-racing correspondent 
of The New York Times, is the author of 
Offtrack, a collection of short stones. 


Large Male Sibling 

Haigex Complex Equipment. Free. All members of 
household. 

This game arrived in many households 
recently, although none of the recipients 
ordered one. Unit’s purpose remains 
unclear. It appears to consist only of a 
concealed video camera. 

Advantages: Despite uncertainty as 
to its purpose, users report a sense of 
well-being that has resulted from pres- 
ence of Large Male Sibling. Testers 
report a drop in anxieties, a sudden lack 
of vexing concern in political matters 
and heightened understanding of such 
concepts as ignorance, poverty and free- 
dom. 

Disadvantages: There are no disad- 
vantages to Large Male Sibling. There 
are no disadvantages to Large Male 
Sibling. There are no disadvantages to 
Large Male Sibling. 

Intergalactic Battle of the 
Video Game Spokesmen 
Uptown Productions. $299.95. 2 players. 

Players toss a coin to decide who will be a 
hairless 12-year-old boy and who will be 
George Plimpton. Each is then armed 
appropriately, the boy with a nuclear 
arsenal, lasers and an impenetrable 
spaceship, Plimpton with a condescend- 
ing curl of the lip, a moribund wit and a 
townhouse. 

Advantages: Plimpton always loses. 

Disadvantages: Because Plimpton 
always loses, the game is reduced to a 
toss of the coin, so the expense of the unit 
is unnecessary, notwithstanding many 
testers’ opinions that, “It’s still fun to see 
it happen.” 
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HOUSEWARES CRUISER Pick up a date in a major 
department store. 




CAVE OF THE BLACK WIZARD Battle is joined as two SKINDOME Arrange the balding man’s hairs to cover 

knights snap wet towels at each other. maximum skin area before they all fall out. 



AIRPLANE TOILET Don’t pee on your shoes or the wall. 



800GERHUNT Up your nose. 
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HANDOUT Try to avoid people asking you for money. 
Just try. Some of them have knives. 



WALKIN'* Walk down the street without stepping on 
broken glass or in gum or anything. 



SPERM FROM SPACE Use laser cannon to knock out 
sperm before they knock up your little sister. 



MAKE-OUT Unhook the bra without bumping into the 
moles. 




MALLCHALLENGE Find a parking spot near the store. □ 


NATIONAL LAMPOON ^ 














tm 



'FIVE MINUTE 
MAJOR FEMALfY ? 


Y,ty£g£,mi,%&ipV£ 

xe&rsnvz osamc 

IVE EVER EEENj ! 


LOOK OUT ! IT'£ A 

auEPEFa^ee/' 


f ^AU.TUl^ tt> 
) TERRIFIC.*- 

/UEY,!5>WA 

r * * A * ft ft =** aft* 


ALWAN^SOftOGTa£ 
MA^ A^P KiOf Tv4£ 


HAlOWEEW a ? 


isfrw 



c 



T. 

~ : ■ - : 

M 




«£*> 



I"! 

I* j»*» j 

>KO^w>IvI*. ^j^jj 


^j ( - ■t^^=5C5>i 



















X CAN'T WE \ 
{ STOP AFTER WE'VE \ 
? REDECORATED THE : 
V LIVING ROOM, / 
V DEAR? ^ 


WE'Rfc SPENDING \ 
MONEY LIKE T HERE'S ' 
NO TOMORROW' IT'S j 
N GOl LA S TOP' ^ 


\ \ 

\V 



NATION A I LAMPOON rt? 
















/ 

f 


i. 






